2 1/2 Year Olds
Gail Salgado
and Pat Dutton
We enjoyed focusing on 2017
during January. The children
made beautiful
fireworks paintings,
the cutest paper bag
and sock snow people,
and mittens. They
also made Valentine decorations
for display on the school tree in
the hallway in February.
Our “Ice Cream Day” was a
success and the children enjoyed
not only eating the ice
cream but making their
personalized ice cream
pictures. Yum!
Our Bible verse for January
was “God made everything
beautiful.” from Ecclesiastes
3:11. Our colors of the month
were “blue and white.” And our
shape of the month was a
“circle.”
The children are doing so well
with potty
training. We
are very proud
of them. Each
class day,
please have
your child

bring his/her First Baptist
Christian Day School canvas bag
to class with a change of clothes
(appropriate size and season),
underwear or pull-ups, and wipes,
just in case of a potty accident.
Library books should “live” in the
canvas bag unless your child is
reading it at home.
PLEASE label your
child’s name in his/
her coat or jacket.
This will ensure that
your child is wearing the correct
coat/jacket.
On February 14th, we will be
having our Valentine’s Day party.
If you signed up as a
volunteer for this
event, we will be
contacting you for your
assistance.
Happy New Year
and blessings to all!

3 Year Olds
Kristie Morris
and Glenda Rodriguez
What a fast month January
was! We celebrated Joshua’s
birthday this month. Happy
Birthday Joshua!
Even though the weather is
cold outside, our first week
back was all about fire.
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We learned God is always with
us, just like He was with
Shadrach, Meshack, and
Abednego in the fiery furnace.
W is for water. We had a
lot of water fun as we learned
all about the 3 stages of
matter; solid, liquid, and gas.
The kids had fun using tongs
to pick up ice cubes.
We continued with our Bible
journey as we studied Jonah
and his encounter with the BIG
FISH. We were happy to learn
that God is patient with us and
wants to forgive us when we
make mistakes. All we have to
do is say ‘I’m sorry.’
With such a short week in
the middle of the month we
took a break from our alphabet
and learned all about the
gingerbread baby. Not only did
we make a gingerbread
craft, we also made and
ate a gingerbread
snack! What a yummy treat!
The last full week of the
month was devoted to the
letter “D.” D is for Desert.
We learned God used John the
Baptist— a prophet and Jesus’
cousin—to announce Jesus was
to begin His work. John lived in
the desert, wore camel hair,
and ate locusts.

As a reminder - we try to go
outside whenever the weather
permits. Please check those
bags for a warm back-up outfit,
and don’t forget coats, mittens,
and hats!

3 Year Olds
Shawnna Kirkman
and Betty Hamlin
January was a busy
month! The
weather was
very cold as we
made our
snowmen, penguins and
polar bears.
A favorite activity in January
was reading and baking The
Gingerbread Man. The
children had a big
surprise when we went to
take the cookies out of
the oven! After seeing
they were gone, we
searched the church only to
discover they were on our plates
inside the classroom. Each child
was then very happy and excited.
We ended January by reading
The Mitten. The children
enjoyed retelling the story and
pretending to be animals in our
big mitten (a white blanket).

February will be
filled with love and
sharing. We will all
share ingredients as we enjoy
Stone Soup. It will also be fun to
celebrate Valentine's Day, and
everyone will show their
patriotism during USA Day. May
you all have a wonderful month
and enjoy these winter days with
your family!

‘CONSTELLATIONS’ like the
Big Dipper.
They learned
about the
Earth’s moon,
how it gets
its light from
the Sun, and
about the phases of our moon.
January snowy days inspired
us to decorate snowmen,
practice our scissor skills
4 Year Olds
cutting out snowflakes,
Ellen Mahan, and
freezing water into ice cubes,
and making igloos out of play
Paulina Gabellini
dough and sugar cubes.
Happy 2017! We hope your
This month we learned how
family had a blessed
to make the letters D, P, B and
Holiday season.
R. We will continue learning the
Our Bible verse
formation of each letter and
for January was
what sound each one makes.
“God made the sun,
We had a lot of fun
the moon and the stars.” from
together in January.
Genesis 1:1, so during the month
Whether we’re outside
we focused our curriculum on the getting rosy cheeks or
wonders in our universe. The
inside running in the
children became little
gym……we’re thoroughly
ASTRONOMERS as they
enjoying our cold winter days.
explored each unique planet in our
In February we’ll continue
Solar System, and had fun mixing
our study of the
different colors to create their
wonders God
own version of our planets. They
created as we
discovered our Sun is really a
look at our planet
star, a ‘GALAXY’ is made up of
Earth, world geography and
stars and planets, and our galaxy where we live. In addition, we
is called the ‘MILKY WAY.’ They will make Valentines and
connected stars to create
prepare for USA Days.

2

4 Year Olds
Betty Light
and Cheryl Halla

flew through
the air!
Our “ice
fishing” game
was a lot of fun. It provided us
January certainly lived up to
with practice identifying the
being a cold winter’s month.
alphabet letters on the fish.
These cold days provided us with
We learned about Arctic
the opportunity to put a pan of
animals that Eskimos might see
water outside to see if it would
such as polar bears, seals,
freeze; and it did, several times. lemmings, musk oxen, and
Our boys and girls started the
caribou. Then we
month by learning how to make
switched to the Antarctic
snowflakes. This activity was a
to learn about penguins. They
challenge for them since they had learned that these birds are
to follow directions folding and
great swimmers and
cutting. The exciting part came
that the dad takes
when each child unfolded his/her
care of the egg until
paper and discovered a pretty
it hatches while the mom hunts
snowflake. The children’s faces
for food out at sea.
Our snowman sweatshirt
project turned out great! The
really lit up! Each one wanted to
children were so proud of their
make more. This is a good activity work and couldn’t wait to wear
when your child can’t get outside their masterpieces.
to play.
Next month will bring
Our main unit this month was
exciting opportunities for
the study of Eskimos. We
learning about our solar system.
learned that they are called
Cold winter nights are perfect
Yupiks and Inuits. Once again we for viewing the constellations.
added new words to our
We will be learning how stars are
vocabulary such as parkas,
formed as well as interesting
mukluks, kayaks, and umiaks. We facts about planets. A trip to
learned some interesting things
the planetarium might be a new
about Eskimo moms and how they family experience.
prepare animal skins before
We will also be learning about
making them into mukluks. Our
Presidents Lincoln and
children were glad their moms
Washington. Have your child
didn’t have to do that.
start cutting pictures of them
Everyone had great fun when
from magazines and newspapers
we played the Eskimo blanket
for a February assignment.
toss game. We didn’t toss a
February may be a “short”
person, we tossed stuffed bears. month but it will be packed with
You should have heard the
fun activities. Preschool is an
shrieks of laughter as our bears
adventure every day!
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4 Year Olds
Kellie Westbrook,
Paige Ellis, and
Glenda Rodriguez
Happy New Year! We are
learning that January is the
first month in the new year,
2017. January’s snowfall and
colder temperatures gave us the
opportunity to discuss winter
weather conditions. We now
know that all snowflakes have
six points. While learning about
snow, we used a snowman’s body
to learn comparison words such
as big, bigger, biggest as well as
small, smaller, and smallest. We
warmed up our winter senses
after all that cold weather and
snow with our Cocoa Shop. We
discovered our sense of taste
and also our sense of smell with
cocoa and gingerbread. Your
children had fun selling and
buying these tasty goodies with
our cash register. This gave us
the opportunity to practice
those good manners by using
phrases like ‘may I help you,’
‘what can I get for you,’ and ‘may
I take your order please?’ We
also talked about our sense of
hearing, sense of sight and
sense of touch. Ice cream
proved even more stimulating
for all those senses as everyone
enjoyed its yummy taste on Ice
Cream Day.
Winter weather also helped
us learn to dress appropriately.
When making our mobiles we
discovered that we should wear
a coat, hat, scarf, mittens or

gloves and boots to go outside in
the cold snow. The subject of
mittens led us to the concept of
symmetry. Our learning centers
were filled with mitten matches
of letters, numbers, and shapes.
We matched up mittens and
gloves and hung them on a clothes
line. This not only helped us with
symmetry but also helped those
fine motor skills necessary to
hold pencils properly. We read
the book The Mitten by
Jan Brett. When retelling
the story everyone took
turns placing their animals into
the mitten and laughing as the
bear sneezed and the animals
went everywhere. We took this
opportunity to discuss the
difference between fiction and
nonfiction books. We all agreed
that a bear could not fit into a
mitten.
Chilly temperatures also
inspired us to explore animals
that live in the cold locations.
Polar Bears live in the Arctic;
penguins live in Antarctica making
them polar opposites. We looked
at a globe to show us that the
North Pole and South Pole are on
opposite ends of the earth. We
enjoyed writing our names in the
snow (salt). We learned that
Polar Bears ice fish and
penguins have many different
characteristics.
In February we will continue
to prepare for evaluations. We
will learn about past presidents
Abraham Lincoln and George
Washington. February also brings
Valentine’s Day and a reminder of
how God first loved us.

4 Year Olds
4 Day Class
Becky Cloer
and Victoria Nicely

In Arctic Waters by Laura
Crawford, and Sneezy
The Snowman by Maureen
Wright.
Two special events we
thoroughly enjoyed during
January were a visit from The
In January we enjoyed
Story Lady and ‘Ice Cream
learning about winter. We
Day!’ The Story Lady got us
learned that God made
listening, exercising and
snowflakes as unique as each
moving. And, of course, Ice
one of us. We had a blast
Cream Day was yummy!
painting snowmen and sorting
In February we will continue
pom poms by small, medium, and
sequencing and using spatial
large.
We learned a lot about polar relation words. We plan to
learn about some
bears. In addition, we learned
of our first
about opposites, comparing the
presidents and see
polar bear with the penguin.
what fun we can
Polar bears live in the North
have with hearts! Our USA
Pole (or Arctic) and penguins
Day celebration is always
live in the South Pole (or
Antarctic). We sorted penguins exciting to plan and prepare
for as well. It should be a busy
by their different
month!
characteristics. The children
We will start evaluating the
especially liked the
children to mark their personal
’rockhopper’ penguin
bests and to get ready for our
with funny hair. We
conferences in March. I look
enjoyed playing with shaving
cream and writing our letters in forward to seeing each of you.
snow (salt). Some highlights of
Music with
the month were
playing with polar
Marcia
animals in ’InstaSnow’ in the sensory
This month we have been
table and “ice fishing.”
singing and moving to music
We used mittens to help us
that will improve our large
with the concepts of “left” and
motor skills. We exercised to
“right,” as well as knowing which the song Six Little Snowmen
hand we use for holding railings, (which reinforces counting
pointers and doing our pledges.
backwards from 6 to 1). The
We read many
children loved moving to The
wonderful books such Snowkey Pokey (to the tune of
as The Mitten by
The Hokey Pokey). This song
Jan Brett, Polar
reinforces the
Opposites, by Erik Brooks,
learning of the left
4

side and the right side.
We also sang about snow in
songs like Sprinkle, Sprinkle,
Little Snow (to the tune of

Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star),
and Snowflake on My Nose. It

Opportunities for
Bible Study!
Jennifer Floyd
is teaching
Living In Truth by Mary Jo Sharp.
This Bible study helps every Christian
(JWFloyd13@yahoo.com)

made us dream of the powdery
white stuff!
Other fun songs included All

Fall Down, The Wiggle Song,
H-A-P-P-Y, and The Tootie
Ta.

The children all enjoyed
singing about our animal friends,
the penguins and the polar
bears, who live in the snow and
ice all the time. We acted like
these animals as we sang Peter,
Peter Penguin and Furry Polar
Bear.

We look forward to the
month of February when we will
sing patriotic songs, as well as
songs about Presidents
Washington and Lincoln, whose
birthdays we will recognize.

have effective and
confident conversations
about truth in a conflicted
culture. This study takes

place Friday mornings in
Room C 211, from 9:45-11:00;
childcare for preschoolers is
provided free of charge.
Judy McCoin
(Flota22@gmail.com) is leading a
verse by verse study through the
book of Romans. They meet Friday
mornings in room C 104, the
Children's Church room, from
9:45am-12:00pm; childcare is
provided free of charge.
Wednesday nights, Julie
Zimmerman Zimsrus5@yahoo.com
is leading the Women's Connection
Bible Study, Entrusted, by Beth
Moore. It looks at the foundations
of our faith and how women can
live out what God has entrusted to
them. They meet from 6:45 pm7:45 pm in room C 103.

THERE’S JOY IN THE
LORD!
We are also anxious to sing some
songs about “LOVE” in
anticipation of St. Valentine’s
Day, as well as patriotic songs to
help us prepare for USA DAYS.

“All things work together
for good to them that love
God, to them who are called
according to His purpose.”
(Romans 8:28)
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Chapel
with
Marcia Lee
During Chapel in January, we
discussed how blessed we are to
know God loves us now and will
forever. We want to make God
proud of us! It filled us with
hope and promise to realize we
do not know what the future
holds, but we do know that God
holds our future, loves us now,
and always will. We realized we
now look forward to a fresh,
new year of opportunities to
make good
choices,
asking for
God’s
guidance
through prayer. This
was a wonderful New Year’s
gift.
The second week of
January, we enjoyed “Ice
Cream Days.” During
Chapel that week, we
learned a song called Jesus Is
Sweet. In the Bible verse,
Psalm 104:34, we read ‘My
meditation of Him shall be
sweet; I will be glad in the
Lord.’ When we eat ice cream
and it becomes a part of us, it
reminds us of how Jesus comes
into our heart and becomes a
part of us as well, making us
feel good!
In recognition of the season
of snow, we read The Tiny
Snowflake by Arthur Ginolfi.
We learned how to discover our
unique place in God’s

beautiful world. Just like all
snowflakes are different, so each
of us is different, and uniquely
special in God’s eyes. Our Bible
verse was from Psalm 139:14
which says, “I praise You
because you made me in an
amazing and wonderful way.”
As we approached the end of
January, we wanted to reflect on
the three parts of
God; God, the
Father, God, the
Son, and God, the
Holy Spirit. Seeing
the three parts of a
snowman can inspire
us to remember God as the Holy
Trinity. God is with us all the
time, surrounding us with His
love! The bottom section of the
snowman is like God the Father,
our foundation. The middle part
is like His Son, Jesus, loving us
with outstretched arms. And the
head is like the Holy Spirit,
guiding and directing our hearts
toward Him. May you and your
family be reminded of the Trinity
Snowman and its meaning as you
create your own snowman this
winter!
Just as a fresh blanket of
snow covers the ground,
protecting the plant life under it,
so God covers and protects us,
keeping us safe and warm in His
love. Psalm 119:76 tells us, “Let
your loving kindness comfort
me, according to your promise.”
We have the promise of hope and
a great
future
because of
God’s love.

using magnifying glasses. Just
like crystals, all of our
fingerprints were different.
We also
talked about
dinosaurs.
The children
We ended 2016 learning
about germs and how they make enjoyed
learning about different kinds
us sick. We did an experiment
of dinosaurs
to study how they spread by
and that
rubbing “Germ
they are now
Juice” (a special
extinct.
liquid that glows
Then, they
under a black
made their
light) and sorted
own fossils
some toys. After sorting them
out of clay to take home.
with our hands, we turned out
We are beginning our
the lights and were shocked to
magnet unit and
see all the pretend germs that
the children will
appeared under the black light.
learn what they
The students also
are and which
got to see what
objects are
real germs look like
under a microscope, attracted to magnets. We’ll
as well as learn how also talk about how the earth
itself is a magnet!
to avoid germs at home and
We will end January
school.
The first project of the new exploring the concept of
buoyancy and which objects
year was crystal
sink and which objects float.
growing. The
It was an exciting month in
students got to set
up a crystal growing Science!
station in the shape
of a snowflake to observe over
the next week. We learned
that every crystal is different.
Then the students made
fingerprints and observed them

Science
with
Rebecca
Myers
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