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Introduction










Elements of Old Testament Poetry

· Concise: poetic texts are comprised of short, compact lines with few words.

· Structure:

· Parallelism:

· Synonymous: The second line repeats the same idea as the first line.
· Developmental: The second line develops the thought of the first line.
· Contrastive: The second line contrasts with the first line.

· Acrostics: Each successive line starts with the next letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

· Psalms 25, 34, 111, 112, 119, and 145
· Lamentations 1, 2, 3, and 4
· Proverbs 31:10-31

Figurative Imagery

“The authors are conveying real thoughts, events, and emotions to us – that is, literal truth, but they express this truth figuratively” (Duvall and Hays, Grasping God’s Word, 381).










Interpreting Old Testament Poetry: Psalm 116:1-4

Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. What did the text mean to the biblical audience?







Step 2: Measure the width of the river to cross. What are the differences between the biblical audience and us?







Step 3: Cross the Principlizing Bridge. What is the theological principle in this text?







Step 4: Consult the biblical map. How does our theological principle fit with the rest of the Bible? Does the New Testament teaching modify or qualify this principle, and if so, how?







Step 5: Grasp the text in our town. How should individual Christians live out this modified theological principle?








Purpose of the Wisdom Books













Interpretive Journey of Ecclesiastes 12:13-14
 
Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. What did the text mean to the biblical audience?








Step 2: Measure the width of the river to cross. What are the differences between the biblical audience and us? 









Step 3: Cross the Principlizing Bridge. What is the theological principle in this text?









Step 4: Consult the biblical map. How does our theological principle fit with the rest of the Bible? Does the New Testament teaching modify or qualify this principle, and if so, how?  









Step 5: Grasp the text in our town. How should individual Christian live out this modified principle?

































Reflection For the Week:

Read the entire book of Ecclesiastes and journal on how Jesus Christ brings meaning into life as we pursue to live a holy life. 

Resources For Going Further: 

Duvall, J. Scott and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping God’s Word: A Hands-On Approach to Reading, 	Interpreting, and Applying the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012. 

Kostenberger, Andreas J. and Richard D. Patterson. Invitation To Biblical Interpretation: 	Exploring the Hermeneutical Triad of History, Literature, and Theology. Grand Rapids, 	MI: Kregel Publications, 2011. 

Vanhoozer, Kevin J. Is There Meaning in This Text?: The Bible, The Reader, and the Morality 	or Literary Knowledge. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998. 
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