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Review: Apologetics, Resurrection and Scripture, telling your testimony

Look Ahead: The “Problem” of Evil

Defining Evangelism:

What do you picture when you think of evangelism?

How does the church participate in evangelism?



What does an evangelistic church look like?

How do we become a more evangelistic church?

Homework: https://www.9marks.org/article/how-should-we-define-evangelism/ and

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-to-get-unbelievers-to-come-to-church/

For Next Week: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-did-evil-begin

For Further Study:

Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus, J. Mack Stiles.



11/2/22, 5:33 PM How Should We Define Evangelism? : SMarks

How Should We Define Evangelism?

@ I don't think Christian peaple set out to write books on evangelism based on unbiblical principles. But it happens. It happens because there are wrong ideas about the critical components

evangelism. Usually, these wrong ideas are based on marketing principles or on human understandings about how to argue someone into the kingdom. It has more to do with results and
Artlcle

092014 effect, which is the realm of the Holy Spirit, rather than faithfulness in proclaiming the truth, which is our job description. If we don’t have biblical evangelism nailed down, we tend spend

much time doing things we call evangelism, but may not be evangelism at all.

For example, a housewife meeting with a friend over coffee may be evangelizing, while a brilliant Chrislian apologist speaking to thousands in a church sanctuary may not be. Fow see it this way, but that'
because we have false understandings of what evangelism is, Defending the faith is a fine thing to do, but it is easy to give apologetics for Christianity without explaining the gospel—and we cannot
evangelize without the gospel.

We need to know whal we're talking about when we say “evangelism,” “conversion,” or even “gospel.” Those words raise different definitions in people's minds and often come with question marks. If
Chrislians don’t understand these basic concepts, we will quickly spin out of biblical orbil. So, we define evangelism in a biblical way to help align our evangelistic practice with the Scriptures. Here's a
definition that has served me well for many years:

Evangelism is teaching the gospel with the aim to persuade.

Sort of dinky, huh? | bet most people would expect much more from such an important theological word. But this definition, small as it is, offers a far better balance in which to weigh our evangelistic practi
than looking at how many people have responded to an appeal.

Here is how the Amplified Bible might have expanded my definition:
Evangelism is leaching (heralding, proclaiming, preaching) the gospel (the message from God that leads us to salvation) with the aim (hope, desire, goal) to persuade (convince. convert),

Notice the definition doesn't require an immediate outward response. Walking an aisle, raising a hand, or even praying a prayer may tell us Ihat evangelism has happened, but such aclions are not what
evangelism is. Nolice, too, that if any of the four components (Teaching, Gospel, Aim, or Persuade) are missing, we are probably doing something other than evangelism. Let's look at two of these: teachi
and aim. We'll spend time on gospel and persuade in the next post.

Teaching

Many of us think of preaching when we think of evangelism, as we shouid. |, for one, want any sermon | give to contain the gospel. Certainly Paul did his share of evangelistic preaching. But often when P
describes his ministry, he says it is a teaching ministry (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:11). J. |. Packer, in his survey of Paul's evangelistic practice, says that Paul's method of evangelism was primarily a teaching
method.1

This is good news for those of us who don't get to preach every Sunday. Not all of us can be preachers, but we can all teach the gospel as opportunity comes. | often wonder whether more people come t
faith over lunch when someone asks, “What did you think about the sermon today?” than during the sermon itself. Great things happen when we can teach the gospel.

Aim

An “aim to persuade” also reminds us that people need more than a data transfer. Some who think of evangelism as only leaching do a good job of explaining, expanding, and answering questions, as we
should. All Christlans should apply themselves to think through reasons for the hope we have In Christ, reasons that sweep aslde the objections and questions. But as we set out the facts of the gospel,
remembering evangelism's aim helps us to be compassionate, understanding, and loving (1 Pet. 3:15).

Having an aim helps us keep perspective on what we're doing. It steers us toward an end. Our aim helps us remember that much is at stake: to see people moved from darkness to light, from bondage to
freedom. Aiming for something bigger helps us know which fights to pick and which to avoid.

Editor's note: This article is a lightly adapted excerpt from Mack's most recent book from 9 Marks Building Healthy Churches series: Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus (Crossway, 2018

By J. Mack Stiles
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MINISTRY

How to Get Unbelievers to Come to Church

SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 DEAN INSERRA

I feel bad for pastors who believe that if their church simply changed its worship style, unbelievers would start
showing up on Sunday mornings.

For many, this has been and continues to be a strategy to get non-Christians to church. While I'm all for unbelieve
coming to church to hear the gospel—just the thought of it excites me—I've never understood the logic behind mu
efforts to attract them.
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When this vision is cast, I fear churches are setting themselves up for disappointment. Personally, I don’t know me
unbelievers who are likely to attend a church service. There are a few exceptions, of course—after a tragedy like ¢
and Mother’s Day, for example.

When they visit, unbelievers aren’t usually motivated by the reasons churches think they are.
Facing the Truth

Why would an unbeliever come to church because there is free coffee? He can drive through the Starbucks line, p
$3, and be home within 15 minutes.

What about great branding and social media? I've got some difficult news for you: Unbelievers in your community
probably aren’t following your church on social media.

The pastor is really funny? So is YouTube.

Perhaps unintentionally, these efforts and creative ideas are designed to attract people who hop around from chur
to church, looking for the flavor of the month. Our efforts, resources, and outreach are often well suited to reach
disgruntled or bored Christian next door, which isn’t the mission of the church. Our mission is to reach the lost.

So if our churches are going to faithfully reach the lost, we must remind ourselves of the basic truth that church
people go to churches, and unbelievers generally don’t.

Our ‘Double Promise’

But how do we do it? At the church I pastor, we have a strategy that’s built around primarily reaching and equipp
our own members. Why? Because if people love their church, they’ll want their non-Christian friends to join them

People usually come to church because of a relationship and an invitation. So rather than trying to attract unbelie
with elements and efforts they'll either ignore or never know about, we try to attract unbelievers by cultivating_a

church culture among our members that is in some ways attractive even to the unbeliever.

Our strategy to reach our own people consists of two elements that are never spoken of or advertised, but rather
practiced and valued. We call it the “double promise.”

Promise 1: No disclaimer on the drive to church.

I don’t want our church members to have to give a string of “Oh by the way” disclaimers on their way to church v
a friend. Maybe you've heard, or given, some of these:

e “Oh by the way, the pastor is very political, but he means well.”
e “Oh by the way, I know you're introverted, but they ask new people to stand up and be recognized.”
* “Oh by the way, there’s this lady who sings, and she is awful, but her husband is the guy in charge of the mu

By valuing excellence and being intentional in how we do church, we eliminate the need to give disclaimers, and
also uphold the second part of the double promise.

Promise 2: No apologies on the drive home.
In the same way, we never want church members to feel the need to apologize because of something unnecessaril

offensive.
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e “I'm so sorry, he’s never made a joke about gay people.”
e “I'm so sorry, the children’s ministry security has never been this lax.”
e “'m so sorry, our pastor has never shown so little compassion on that issue.”

When you bring someone to church, it's a big deal. The invitation wasn’t random. The person’s agreement to com
wasn’t random. Most likely, there have been months of conversations and investment to earn your friend’s trust at
invite him or her. So when he or she comes, you’re entrusting your congregation with that person,

The double promise isn’t showy or attractional; it’s a culture that assures church members we aren’t going to ruir
the missional effort they've put into their relationships.

Why They Come

The church I help lead is made up of people who are passionate about getting unbelievers to attend our Sunday
gatherings. We don’t believe it’s the end goal, but we absolutely and unapologetically push our members to bring
friends to church—and we value it when they come.

If we stopped making this a priority, our members would wonder if we’d lost our way. In the Lord’s kindness, we’s
seen tremendous fruit from our people bringing unbelievers to church and allowing them to hear the gospel of Je
Christ. This double promise is essential for us, because if unbelievers are going to join us on a Sunday morning,
isn’t because they heard that our band is awesome or that I am relatable. It’s because their friend loves their chu
and couldn’t wait for the opportunity to invite them.

Dean Inserra is the lead pastor of City Church in Tallahassee, Florida.
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Why is there a Satan? Why does a being exist whose name means accuser — a “devil,” which means slanderer,
a “deceiver of the whole world” (Revelation 12:9), a “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), a “god of
this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4 NKJV), a “prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2), a “Beelzebul, the

prince of demons” (Matthew 12:2/)? Where does he come from? How did it come about that he ever sinned?

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/how-did-evil-begin
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The letters of Jude and 2 Peter give us clues. Jude 6 says, “The angels who did not stay within their own
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness
until the judgment of the great day.” And 2 Peter 2:4 says, “God did not spare angels when they sinned, but
cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment.”

It appears, then, that some of God’s holy angels (we may assume, in principle, that Satan is included,
whether these verses refer to his original rebellion or a later one) “sinned,” or as Jude says, “did not stay
within their own position of authority.” In other words, the sin was a kind of insurrection, a desire for more
power and more authority than they were appointed by God to have.

So Satan and the other fallen angels originate as created holy angels who rebel against God, reject him as
their all-satisfying King, and set out on a course of self-exaltation and presumed self-determination. They
do not want to be subordinate. They do not want to be sent by God to serve others (Hebrews 1:14). They want

to have final authority over themselves. And they want to exalt themselves above God.

Most Popular Answer

But these thoughts about the origin of Satan do not answer the question we began with: Why is there a
Satan? They simply push the question back to the very beginning. Why did any holy angel sin? Here is the

most popular answer of our modern era:

All of God’s creatures were created “free moral agents.” If God had made them otherwise they
would have been mere machines with no will of their own. . .. To be a “free moral agent” implies
that one has the power of “choice.” ... As long as Satan chose the “Will of God” there was no “Evil”
in the Universe, but the moment he chose to follow his own Will, then he fell, and by persuading

others to follow him he introduced “Evil” into the Universe. (Clarence Larkin, The Spirit World, 12—
14)

There are at least two problems with this presumed answer: (1) it does not answer the question and (2) it
assumes that God cannot exert sufficient influence on a morally responsible being so as to keep that being
safe in the worship of God — to keep him from sinning.

‘Free Will’ Philosophy

First, it does not answer the question, Why did any holy angel sin? To say that a perfect angel sinned because
he had the power to do so is no answer. Why would a perfectly holy angel in God’s infinitely beautiful
presence suddenly be inclined to hate God? “Free will” — that is, ultimate self-determination — is not an
answer. It explains nothing.

“Free will” is a name put on a mystery. But it is not the biblical name. Because the Bible never teaches that
there is such a thing as ultimate human, or ultimate demonic, self-determination. That is a philosophical
notion forced onto the Bible, not taught by the Bible. In fact, that philosophical notion was one of Satan’s
first designs for humanity — to persuade Adam and Eve that they could be ultimately self-determining, and

that this would be good for them (Genesis 3:4—5). Both of those ideas were false. They could not become
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ultimately self-determining, and it was deadly for them to try. The human race has been ruined by these

notions ever since.

Slandering God’s Saving Power

Second, Larkin’s appeal to angelic self-determination assumes that God cannot exert sufficient influence on
a morally responsible being so as to keep that being safe in the worship of God forever. Larkin’s deadly
mistake is to assume that if God exerted such influence, the angels “would have been mere machines with no
will of their own.”

This too is a philosophical assumption forced on the Bible, not taught by the Bible. In fact, the Bible
pervasively teaches the opposite — that God can and does exert sufficient influence on morally responsible
beings (his children!) to keep them safe in the worship of God forever.

When the Bible says, for example, that God will “cause [us] to walk in [his] statutes” (Ezekiel 36:27), and
that he is “working in us that which is pleasing in his sight” (Hebrews 13:21), and that he “works in [us],
both to will and to work for his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13), and that the work he began in us he “will
bring . . . to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6), and that he “will sustain [us] to the end,
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 1:8), and that “those whom he justified he also
glorified” (Romans 8:30) — when God says all this, he means for us to stop talking nonsense about such
glorious influence turning us into machines. It doesn’t. It is life-giving grace. It is effective. It keeps us safe

forever. And to call it machine-making is slanderous.
If God did not exert sovereign influence over our wayward hearts, we would all fall away.

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it,

Seal it for Thy courts above.

God’s “sealing” (Ephesians 1:13) — his decisive, keeping influence — does not turn us into machines. It
keeps us safe in the worship of God forever. No one who is justified will fail to be glorified (Romans 8:30).
Heaven will never see an insurrection among the saints. Not because we are better than the angels, but
because the blood of Jesus secured the new covenant for God’s elect, where God says, “I will put the fear of
me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me” (Jeremiah 32:40). He bought this pledge for his children
by his blood. They will not commit treason. Let us praise such sovereign, merciful, keeping influence. God

save us from slandering his saving power.

It is false when Larkin assumes that God could not have kept his holy angels from sinning — safe in the
worship of God. It is false to assume that such sovereign influence would make angels, or humans, into

robots. It doesn’t.

Redemption’s Stage

What then is the answer to the question, Why did any holy angel sin?
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The answer is that God had a wise and gracious purpose. That is why it happened. Some of God’s holy angels
sinned because their fall would set in motion a history of redemption that would fulfill the infinitely wise
purposes of God in creation. All the “unsearchable . .. judgments” and all the “inscrutable ... ways” of God
flow from the depths of his wisdom (Romans 11:33). “O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have
you made them all” (Psalm 104:24). He is “the only wise God” (Romans 16:27). All that happens from
eternity to eternity happens according to the wisdom of the one “who works all things according to the
counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:11).

And we know it was a gracious purpose because God’s plan before the creation of the world was to show grace to
unworthy sinners. Sin came into being as part of a plan to show grace to sinners. “[God] saved us and called
us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in
Christ Jesus before the ages began” (2 Timothy 1:9). The plan before creation was that Christ would be the
Lamb slain for sinners — sinners whose names were “written before the foundation of the world in the book
of life of the Lamb who was slain” (Revelation 13:8). Christ slain for sinners was the plan before any human

sinned.

Two Unassailable Truths

But notice what question I am not answering here. I am not answering the question, How did the first sin
happen in the heart of a holy angel? The why question I have answered by saying the first sin happened as
part of God’s wisdom and purposes and planning. But that assumes God was able to see to it that the first sin
happened without himself being a sinner, and without making the first sinning angel into a machine. I do not
know the answer to the question of how God did this.

This, to me, is one of the great mysteries of biblical teaching that I cannot explain — how God governs the
will of sinful beings, yet, in doing so, does not sin, and does not take away their responsibility. I see that it is
true, because the Bible teaches it, but how God does this remains a mystery.

Recall that above I said that “free will” — ultimate self-determination — is the name some people put on
this mystery. Then I added that this is not the biblical name. Because the Bible never teaches that there is
such a thing as ultimate self-determination, except in God. The Bible doesn’t give the mystery a name.
Rather it teaches two truths again and again: God governs the hearts and minds of all sinful beings without
himself sinning, and they are truly and justly accountable for all their sins.

Sovereign over Satan

Since we are not told explicitly how things transpired in the fall of Satan, it is illuminating to study how God
relates to Satan’s will now. Is God helpless when a satanic will chooses to do evil? Can God restrain that will?
Or would that only turn the will into a machine? The biblical answer is that God has the right and power to
restrain Satan anytime he pleases. Consider these examples.

1. Though Satan is called “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31), Daniel 4:17 says, “The Most High rules the

kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” Satan’s world rule is subordinate to God’s.
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2. Though unclean spirits are everywhere doing deceptive and murderous things, Jesus Christ has all
authority over them. “He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him” (Mark 1:27).

3. Satan is a roaring lion, prowling and seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). Peter explains that the jaws
of this lion are, in fact, the sufferings of persecution: “Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world” (1 Peter 5:9). But this
suffering, Peter says, does not happen apart from God’s sovereign will: “It is better to suffer for doing good,
if that should be God’s will” (1 Peter 3:17).

4. Satan is a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44). But God decides, finally, who lives and who dies and

when: “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that” (James 4:15).

5. When Satan aims to destroy Job and prove that God is not his treasure, he must get permission from God

before he attacks his possessions (Job 1:12) or his body (Job 2:6).

6. Satan is the great tempter. He wants us to sin. Luke tells us that Satan was behind Peter’s three denials.
“Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat” (Luke 22:31). But Jesus is sovereign over
this tempter’s work, and its outcome. He says to Peter, “I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.
And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers” (Luke 22:32). Not “if you turn,” but “when you

turn.” Christ rules over all of Satan’s designs. Satan aims to fail Peter. Jesus aims to fit him for leadership.

7. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that Satan “has blinded the minds of the unbelievers.” But two verses later,
God removes that blindness. “God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

So now back to the question about the origin of Satan’s sinfulness. Is God helpless before the will of his own
angels? Is there a power outside himself that limits his rule over their choices and plans? My conclusion is
that, from cover to cover, the Bible presents God as governing Satan and his demons. He has the right and

power to restrain them any time he pleases.

Guarding the Mystery

The sum of the matter, then, about where a sinful Satan came from is this: He was a holy angel who
mysteriously came to prefer self-exaltation over God-exaltation. He fell into the delusion that ultimate self-
determination was possible for a finite creature, and that it was preferable to submitting to God. This fall
was part of God’s all-wise plan. It did not take him off guard. How God saw to it that this part of his plan
came to pass, without himself sinning and without turning Satan into a machine, I do not know.

Trying to explain this mystery with so-called “free will” — that is, ultimate self-determination — is
unbiblical and vacuous. It is unbiblical because the idea that any of God’s creatures has ultimate self-
determination is not taught anywhere in the Bible. And it is vacuous because it does not explain anything.
Simply asserting that a holy angel had the “power of choice” offers no explanation of why a perfectly holy

being in God’s infinitely beautiful presence would suddenly be inclined to hate God.

We should probably take our cue from the reticence of the Bible to speak about Satan’s origin. He is there in

the first pages of the Bible with no explanation. The mystery of his first sin remains just that. We surround it
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and guard it with biblical truth, lest unbiblical and vacuous explanations spread like a smog over the
Scriptures and obscure the glory of God’s saving purposes.
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