
March 6, 2024 

Marks of a Healthy Church Part 3: 

Biblical Discipline & A Biblical Concern for Discipleship  

 

Goal for This Week:  
 

To consider how church discipline and discipleship helps the church and its mission begin with 

God, remain with God, and end with God.   
 

Review of Past Weeks:  
 

Theological Reflection – _________________________________________________________ 
 

Because theological reflection should always begin, remain, and end with God, and because God 

has revealed Himself to us through His Word to transform us to be conformed to the image of 

His Son (Rom 8:28), theology should not only be intellectual but also transformational, which 

includes our _____________________________ and ____________________________.  
 

Our Ecclesiology and Missiology flow out of our doctrine of God and leads to doxology.  
 

Biblical Church Discipline 
 

What is church discipline?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galatians 6:1 – Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 

restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
 

Matthew 18:15-17 – If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 

him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one 

or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
 

Who is church discipline for?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 12:4-7, 10b – In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
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It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 

whom his father does not discipline?... But he [the Lord] disciplines us for our good, that we may 

share his holiness. 
 

1 Corinthians 5:9-10 – I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people 

– not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, 

since then you would need to go out of the world. But now I am writing to you not to associate 

with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an 

idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler – not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do 

with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges 

those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 
 

How are we to treat people who goes on sinning without any care for correction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 Corinthians 5:2-11 – “Put out of your fellowship… hand this man over to Satan… not to 

associate with 
 

 2 Thessalonians 3:6 – “keep away from” 
 

 2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 – “take special not of him. Do not associate with him, in order that 

he may feel ashamed” 
 

 1 Timothy 1:20 – “handed over to Satan” 
 

 1 Timothy 5:20 – “rebuked publicly” 
 

 Titus 3:10 – “have nothing to do with him” 
 

 Matthew 18:17 – “If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan 

or a tax collector.” 
 

Why is church discipline a mark of a healthy church? 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8 – It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a 

kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. And you are 

arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among 

you. 
 

For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced 

judgment on the one who did such a thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord 

Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to 

Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.  
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Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse 

out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 

Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old 

leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 

A Biblical Concern for Discipleship and Growth 
 

Is the desire for spiritual growth biblical? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What type of growth are we seeking after? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 9:35-38 – And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 

affliction. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest.” 
 

Matthew 13:31-32 – He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, 

but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds 

of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 – We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, 

because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is 

increasing.  
 

2 Peter 3:18 – But grow in the peace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 

be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.   
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Preparation for Next Week:  

 

Read or Listen – https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-are-spiritual-disciplines 
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