April 3, 2024

Marks of a Healthy Church Part 4:
Leadership and Prayer

Goal for This Week:
To consider how biblical leadership and a concern for prayer makes a local church healthy.
Review of Past Weeks:

Our Ecclesiology and Missiology flow out of our doctrine of God and leads to doxology.

There are and interpersonal spiritual disciplines.
Spiritual disciplines are not attitudes, but they are also about , hot
just doing.

In Matthew 16 we see Jesus give the keys of the kingdom of heaven to the

and in Matthew 18 we see the keys of the kingdom given to
Mark of a Healthy Church: Church Leadership

1. Congregational Ruled

Read the following passages and consider the ruling responsibilities God has given a local
congregation of believers?

1 Corinthians 5:4-5, “When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit in
present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction
of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.”

Galatians 1:6-8, “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel — not that there is another one, but there are
some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from
heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be
accursed.”

2 Timothy 4:3-4, “For the time is coming when the people will not endure sound teaching, but
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”

Ephesians 4:12-14, “To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to
mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer
be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
craftiness in deceitful schemes.”
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2. Elder Lead

Read the following passages and consider the leadership responsibilities God has given to
elders/pastors?

Acts 14:23, “And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and
fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”

Titus 1:5-9, “This is why | left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order,

and appoint elders in every town as | directed you— if anyone is above reproach, the husband of
one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or
insubordination. For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of
good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He must hold firm to the trustworthy word
as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those
who contradict it.”

1 Peter 5:1-3, “So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of
God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would
have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge,

but being examples to the flock.”

3. Deacon Served

Read the following passages and consider the servant responsibilities God has given to deacons?

1 Timothy 3:8-13, “Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to
much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear
conscience. And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove
themselves blameless. Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-
minded, faithful in all things. Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their
children and their own households well. For those who serve well as deacons gain a good
standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.”

Acts 6:1-3, “Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the
Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick out
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from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will
appoint to this duty.”

Mark of a Healthy Church: Prayer
What is prayer?

John Owen (1616-1683), “Prayer... [is] a gift, ability, or spiritual faculty of exercising faith,
love, reverence, fear, delight, and other graces, in a way of vocal requests, supplications, and
praises unto God.”*

How does prayer work? What is its purpose? How should a local church pray?

Psalm 107:6, 13, 19, 28, “Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them
from their distress.”

Matthew 7:7-11, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who
knocks it will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask him!”

2 Corinthians 12:8-9, “Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.”

Matthew 6:9-13, “Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

1 Owen, A Discourse of the Work of the Holy Spirit in Prayer, in Works, 4:271.
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