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The Local Church Reflecting God’s Love & Authority 

 

Goal for This Week:  
 

To consider how the local church is to reflect God’s real love and real authority in this world.    
 

Review of Past Weeks:  
 

Our Ecclesiology and Missiology flow out of our doctrine of God and leads to doxology.  
 

Healthy churches practice church discipline when necessary and have a concern for discipleship 

and church growth.  
 

There are ____________ and interpersonal spiritual disciplines. 
 

Spiritual disciplines are ____________ not attitudes, but they are also about ____________, not 

just doing. 
 

The Local Church Reflects God’s Love – As a church practices church discipline because of 

their concern for discipleship, it reflects the love of God. 
 

How does the church practicing church discipline and discipleship reflect the love of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 12:4-11, 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding 

your blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there 

whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have 

participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the 

Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but 

he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it. 
 

Who in the church practices church discipline and discipleship to reflect the love of God? 
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John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I give you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 
 

In what why are we to love each other and what does this love do?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look up: John 13:31-38; 14:1-7; 14:15; 15:12-17 

 

The Local Church Reflects God’s Authority – As a church practices church discipline because 

of their concern for discipleship, it reflects the authority of God.  
 

How does the church practicing church discipline and discipleship reflect the authority of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 16:13-20, 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 

Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 

who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged 

the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 
 

Matthew 18:15-20, 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you 

and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take 

one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to 

you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they 

ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in 

my name, there am I among them.” 
 

How does the church affirm someone profession of faith? 
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