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Missionary Qualifications: Who Should Be Sent? 

How Should You Prepare? 

 

Goal for This Week:  
 

To consider what the qualifications should be for prospective international missionaries.    
 

Review of Past Weeks:  
 

Our Ecclesiology and Missiology flow out of our doctrine of God and leads to doxology.  

 

In Matthew 16 we see Jesus give the keys of the kingdom of heaven to the __________________  

and in Matthew 18 we see the keys of the kingdom given to _____________________. 

 

The church is to be congregationally __________, elder ___________, and deacon __________. 

 

The church is the ______________ and _______________ of missions because the church is the  

 

_____________ of Christ helping the ____________ of Christ (the means) get ready for the  

 

_____________ of Christ (the end). 

 

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship 

doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is 

over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, 

missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.” 

 

Missionary Qualifications: Who Should Be Sent? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 13:1-3, “Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon 

who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and 

Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ Then after fasting and praying they 

laid hands on them and sent them off.” 

 

Who set Barnabas and Saul apart and sent them off to do missionary work? Or in what context 

did the Holy Spirit call Barnabas and Saul to do missionary work? 
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First Qualification: Someone from a local church. 

 

Second Qualification: Someone the local church affirms  

 

What is the task of a missionary? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 28:18-20, “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Where do we have a list of qualifications of someone who is to help establish and/or serve 

churches in the Bible? 

 

 

 

 

1 Timothy 3:1-15, “The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he 

desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 

sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent 

but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, 

with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage 

his own household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he 

may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he 

must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 

devil.” 

8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy 

for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And let 

them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves 

blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in 

all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their own 

households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and 

also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus” 

Third Qualification: Someone who is either deacon-qualified or elder-qualified.  
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So, who should be sent to serve overseas as a missionary? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Should You Prepare? 
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Resources That Will Be Used This Semester:  

 

Akin, Daniel L. 10 Who Changed the World. Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2012. 

 

Clark, Elliot. Mission Affirmed: Recovering The Missionary Motivation of Paul. Wheaton, IL:  

Crossway, 2022.  

 

Dever, Mark. Nine Marks of a Healthy Church. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2021.  

 

DeYoung, Kevin and Greg Gilbert. What Is the Mission of the Church?: Making Sense of Social  

Justice, Shalom, and the Great Commission. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011. 

 

George, Timothy and Denise George. Baptist Confessions, Covenants, and Catechisms.  

Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing, 1996. 

 

Hammett, John S. Biblical Foundations for Baptist Churches: A Contemporary Ecclesiology.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2005. 

 

Leeman, Jonathan. One Assembly: Rethinking the Multisite & Multiservice Church Models.  

Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2020.  

 

Leeman, Jonathan and Gregory A. Wills. The Rule of Love: How the Local Church Should  

Reflect God’s Love and Authority. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2018. 

 

Ott, Craig. The Church on Mission: A Biblical Vision for Transformation among All People.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2019. 

 

Piper, John. Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions. Grand Rapids, MI:  

Baker Academic, 2010.  

 


